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MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT 


FROM: 


HENRY A. KISSINGER 


SUBJECT: 


General Haig's Meeting with 
Ambassador Bunker 


Attached is General Haig's report of his first meeting with Ambassador 
Bunker. In reporting on the South Vietnamese operations in Laos and 
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-- he is enthusiastic and confident about the operations. He 

believes the Laotian operations have severely hurt the enemy, 
citing sharp punishment to six of the ten enemy regiments and 
the great psychological lift to ARVN forces recently; 

-- since seizure of Tchepone initial criticism has subsided and 
the operation is becoming a definite political plus for Thieu; 

-- President Thieu is determined to see the Laos operation through 
and anticipates it will continue through the month of April, 
although a specific time table for withdrawal should be avoided. 

In discussing future troop withdrawals the following possible scenario 
was suggested: 


-- On April 5 announce drawdown of 30, 000 troops between 1 May 
and 1 July noting that the President plans to meet with President 
Thieu in July to discuss further plans after assessment of 
results of cross-border operations. 

-- As a result of meeting in July, President Thieu could announce 
that on January 1, 1972 he would no longer require U. S. ground 
forces for security. 

-- The President could announce a new force level of 200, 000 by 
January 1 , 1972. 
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The value of a meeting between you and President Thieu in July was 
also discussed. 

A meeting would provide an opportunity for discussing a political 
initiative encompassing a terminal date for U. S. withdrawal in 
return for a prisoner exchange and possibly a cease-fire. 

President Thieu would benefit greatly from a meeting prior to 
the elections and positive momentum could be achieved. 


Attachment 
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